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VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 

August 18, 2020 

Town of Naples Planning Board 
c/o Renee Carter, Code Enforcement Officer 
15 Village Green Lane; PO Box 1757 
Naples, ME 04055  
Email: naplesceo04049@townofnaples.org 
 
Re:   Request for Meeting with Naples Planning Board and   

Addition to Solar Overlay 
 Proposed Ground-Mount Solar Photovoltaic Development 

18 Olde Village Woods, Naples, ME 04055 
Map U-5/U-11, Lot 24-2 – Legere Property 

 

Dear Members of the Planning Board: 
 
On behalf of Soltage, LLC and Anne Plummer Legere, Wood Environment & Infrastructure Solutions, Inc. 
(Wood) is pleased to request a meeting with the Naples Planning Board to discuss the addition of a parcel 
to the Naples Solar Overlay.  Provided below is a brief project description including maps of the site location 
and preliminary solar array layout.  A check in the amount of $300 will be delivered separately to the Code 
Enforcement Office. 

We are prepared to submit a complete application and package of Site Plan Review materials pending the 
outcome of our meeting. 

Proposed Project  

The site is owned by Anne Plummer Legere and is identified on property maps U-5 and U-11 as Lot 24-2.  
The lot encompasses 17.82 acres on the southwest side of Route 302 near the intersection with Route 11 
(see attached Figures 1-3). The project is similar in scale to that of the recent Planning Board-approved 
Soltage solar project at the Fogg property, but appears to include fewer sensitive natural resources requiring 
setbacks.  

A topographic survey was previously completed on-site by others and is attached as Figure 4.  Topography 
on-site rises from the entrance at Route 302 cresting near the center of the site and dropping off in elevation 
to the west.  Brandy Pond is located approximately 1,000 feet southwest of the site.   

The conceptual solar array Layout is shown on Figure 5 and is surrounded by a buffer area where low 
existing vegetation will be preserved and trees may be planted to maintain a screen.  This buffer area also 
serves to ensure there will be no future shading of panels that can result from unmanaged tall tree growth.  

The proposed fenced area of the solar PV array occupies approximately 10 acres with the array itself consists 
of approximately 7,900 PV modules.  The modules are mounted on a racking system which will be supported 
by posts embedded into the existing ground surface.  The racking system and modules will extend 
approximately 8 feet above the existing ground surface at their maximum height.  The array will be 
surrounded by a 7-foot high chain link fence and locking gates for security and electrical code purposes.   
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Access to the Project will come in on Village Way from Route 302.  The existing access will be upgraded 
with crushed stone and gravel as required entering the work area.  The road will be used for construction 
vehicle traffic and long-term maintenance of the solar facility and will be able to accommodate the 
maneuvering of emergency vehicles. 

In addition to the local Site Plan Review process, additional permits to comply with state and federal laws 
are applicable through the appropriate agencies and are expected to include, wetlands, stormwater 
management, threatened and endangered species, and cultural resources. 

Current Zoning and the Solar Overlay 

The northeastern portion of the site is currently zoned Commercial and the southwestern portion is zoned 
Rural, as shown on the Land Use Map on Figure 6.  We understand the Commercial Zone is where future 
commercial development outside of the Village District should take place, and that excessive growth and 
sprawl should be discouraged in the Rural area.  If needed, we also understand the Land Use Ordinance 
provides for amendments under Section 107. 

We understand the Town of Naples recently passed the Solar Overlay in May 2020, and that the intent of 
the Solar Overlay is to provide clean, low impact re-use for properties.  The project site is the location of a 
formerly proposed large (60 lot) residential subdivision.  This timely solar project will result in a far lower 
burden on municipal services than a residential subdivision, while contributing all the attributes of decades 
of renewable energy to the electrical grid in Naples.  

We look forward to the opportunity of meeting with you and to move Naples ahead as a leader in renewable 
energy in Southern Maine. 

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Drew Vardakis at (978) 392-5341 or 
andrew.vardakis@woodplc.com; or John Rand at (207) 232-1698 or john.rand@woodplc.com. 

 
 
Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Drew Vardakis at (978) 392-5341 or 
andrew.vardakis@woodplc.com; or John Rand at (207) 828-2655 or john.rand@woodplc.com. 

Sincerely, 
Wood Environment & Infrastructure Solutions, Inc. 

 

 

  

Andrew P. Vardakis, P.E. 
Project Manager 
 

John B. Rand, C.G. 
Senior Hydrogeologist 

 
Attachments: Figures 1-6 

 
 
cc: Brett Pingree – Soltage, LLC 
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