
1. Setback Reduction 

 

The Code Enforcement Officer may allow for reductions from the minimum 

setback requirements set forth in Section 15(A) of this Ordinance according 

to the following criteria: 

 

a. Setback reduction requests are only available to reduce the minimum 

requirements for setbacks of structures from Lot boundary lines.   

b. Setback reduction may only be allowed and are only available for: 

1) lots in existence as of the effective date of this ordinance; and 

2) lots with a residential dwelling as the principal structure. 

c. The Code Enforcement Officer shall allow a setback reduction if the 

setback reduction will not result in unreasonable interference with the 

privacy interests of the abutting landowners. 

d. In allowing a setback reduction the Code Enforcement Officer may 

attach reasonable conditions as deemed necessary to serve the purposes 

of this ordinance. 

e. A setback reduction shall not be granted to enable the construction or 

renovation that will create additional dwelling units.  

f. A setback reduction shall be granted to enable the construction or 

expansion of a principal structure and accessory structures with no 

living space. 

g. No setback reduction appeal may be granted that will result in an 

impervious surface lot coverage of greater than thirty percent (30%). 

h. Setback reductions may only be granted the minimum extent necessary 

to accomplish the purpose of the request.  Setbacks may not be reduced 

by request to less than the following absolute minimum setbacks: 

 

Side Yard 10 feet 

Front Yard 10 feet 

Rear Yard 10 feet 

  

 

2. Setback Reduction Procedure 

 

a. A complete application with request. 

b. A survey showing current structures located on land and setbacks 

c. A certified letter to abutter’s describing proposed construction 

requesting any feedback or objections to project within 21 days of 

mailed notice. 

d. If negative feedback or objections to the project are received from 

mailed abutter(s) in writing, then Code Enforcement may not allow the 

reduction request the applicant may file the request with the Board of 

Appeals for a setback reduction. 



e. All approved requests must be filed with the Cumberland County 

Registry of Deeds with forms supplied by Code Enforcement Officer 

office before issuance of any building permit. 

 

.  Setback Reduction Appeals 

 

The Board of Appeals may grant reductions from the minimum setback 

requirements set forth in Section 15(A) of this Ordinance according to all 

of the following criteria: 

 

a. Setback reduction appeals are only available to reduce the minimum 

requirements for setbacks of structures from Lot boundary lines.  

Setback reduction appeals shall not be used, and are not available, to 

reduce required minimum setbacks of structures from bodies of water 

as provided in this ordinance. 

b. Setback reduction appeals may only be granted and are only available 

for: 

1) lots in existence as of the effective date of this ordinance; and 

2) lots with a residential dwelling as the principal structure. 

c. The Board of Appeals shall grant a setback reduction appeal if the Board 

finds that granting the setback reduction will not result in unreasonable 

interference with the privacy interests of the abutting landowners. 

d. In granting a setback reduction the Board of Appeals may attach 

reasonable conditions which it may deem necessary to serve the 

purposes of this ordinance. 

e. A setback reduction appeal shall not be granted to enable construction 

or renovation that will create additional dwelling units.  

f. A setback reduction appeal shall not be granted to enable construction 

or renovation that will result in more than one garage on the lot that is 

the subject of the appeal. 

g. No setback reduction appeal may be granted that will result in an 

impervious surface lot coverage of greater than thirty percent (30%). 

h. Setback reduction appeals may only be granted the minimum extent 

necessary to accomplish the purpose of the appeal.  Setbacks may not 

be reduced by appeal to less than the following absolute minimum 

setbacks: 

 

Side Yard 10 feet 

Front Yard 15 feet 

Rear Yard 15 feet 

 


