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According to the state boathouses are not considered to be a functionally water-
dependent use. Therefore, if you end up replacing more than 50% of the assessed
value you would need to move the structure back onto land, and the minimum setback
usually at least 100' from the high water line.

Boathouses: Boathouses are not conforming structures along our Maine shores by Dawn
Hurd

. _\;'- The Mandatory Shoreland Zoning Act, Title 38
&' M.R.S.A. Sections 435-449, revised in 2013,
| stipulates that Recreational Boat Storage
buildings are not considered to be a functionally
water-dependent use. As boathouses along
IMaine shores become in need of maintenance or
worse, complete removal, the Department would
e o e like to reiterate how municipalities are to stay in
compliance with the Mandatory Shoreland Zoning
Act and the Chapter 1000 Guidelines for Municipal Shoreland Zoning Ordinances. Boathouses
are considered accessory structures and do not meet the setback of the resource on which it is
located. Property owners of a boathouse can perform minor maintenance on the accessory
structure in place. However, if the boathouse is removed by more than 50% of the market value
of the structure only it must be moved back to meet the setback of the resource within the district
it is located, See Section 12(C)(4) Chapter 1000 Guidelines for Municipal Shoreland Zoning
Ordinances. Secondly, the use of a boathouse is not allowed to be changed to another non-
conforming use. Also, expansions on accessory structures are prohibited if located closer to the
resource than the primary structure, such as boathouses. Finally, if the use of a boathouse has
been discontinued for more than a year, it may not be again devoted to a non-conforming use,
See Section 12 (D)(2) CH. 1000 Guidelines for Municipal Shoreland Zoning Crdinances.



