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TOWN OF NAPLES

Tuesday, May 27, 2008

SPECIAL MEETING 

BOARD OF SELECTPERSONS MINUTES

Christine Powers called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.  Also present were Rick Paraschak, Bob Caron Sr., Karen Thompson, Dana Watson and Town Manager Derik Goodine.

Review and approve the minutes of May 21, 2007; June 4, 2007;  July 30, 2007;  August 27, 2007; September 10, 2007; Special Meeting January 7, 2008;  January 28, 2008; and Special Meeting February 6, 2008; and February 11, 2008; April 21, 2008; May 5, 2008; and May 12, 2008.  Minutes were tabled.

Public Participation – Mr. Goodine said he has asked three times for an accurate list of 2004 Muddy River approved moorings.  He believes the Board of Selectperson should have the Ordinance Review Committee authorize to mandate changes and future mooring assignment to be done by the Association.  He thought this would avoid future recourse against the Town since the town Ordinance does not allow for the Board to reverse decisions pertaining to moorings. Mrs. Powers asked to have the Harbor Master attend the next meeting.  

Member of the public audience commended the Town on the appearance of the cemeteries this year; she thought they looked very good.  Mr. Paraschak thanked her and asked Mr. Goodine to pass the message along to Dennis Moynihan.

New Business

Public Drinking Water Well at Recreation Fields – It was brought to Mr. Goodines attention that someone hit the wellhead at the Legion ball field.  The accident cracked the top of the well cap and moved the pipe over about 2”.  A concerned citizen came into the Town Office and claimed the well was now contaminated.  He had filled up some water jugs to show Mr. Goodine the water.  Mr. Goodine said in his opinion the water looked a bit rusty because it had not been run all winter long.  Mr. Goodine and Mr. Thompson filled jugs of their own to make a comparison, the water was clear.  Mr. Watson said he had also looked at the well.  The same resident demanded a series of test that would cost $800- $900.  Mr. Goodine contacted Irish Well Drilling for their professional opinion.  The asked how often testing was conducted and how far the pipe had moved.  Mr. Goodine said the town followed guidelines set up by the State of Maine, he thought they were quarterly and the next one was scheduled in two weeks.  Irish Well did not think additional testing needed to be done and the accident probably did not make the casing separate from the bedrock. John Thompson also called a well drilling company in Turner who agreed we did not need the test.  M. Watson said after taking into consideration the advice of Irish and Turner Well Drilling, who are highly respected in the State to test as normally scheduled and not to have the additional testing.  Mr. Paraschak seconded the motion.  All were in favor. 

Old Business

Causeway Bridge – Mr. Goodine said the Army Core of Engineers explained if the waterway under the bridge was deemed a navigatable waterway it would no longer be in their jurisdiction, it would be Coast Guard jurisdiction and they may not know the scope of the project at hand.   Mr. Goodine added he had notified MDOT of the results of the straw ballot.  He was waiting to hear back from them on how they may proceed.  Mr. Paraschak thought MDOT wanting a Board of Selectperson opinion on what they wanted to happen with bridge.  He suggested Mr. Goodine and Mrs. Powers drafting a letter. Mr. Cebra suggested scheduling another meeting with MDOT, Board of Selectpersons and the Army Core before drafting such a letter.  Mr. Caron vote would be a closed bridge.  Mrs. Powers would like to see a swing bridge but her concern was traffic flow, safety and getting the repairs done.  Mrs. Thompson would like to see a swing bridge.  Mr. Watson and Mr. Paraschak would like to have a closed bridge.  All members agreed to oblige by the vote of the Board.  Mr. Paraschak hoped with Mr. Cebras help funds will be available for the bridge and the Causeway project.  He feels the Causeway project is going to the wayside.  Mr. Neault feels the Causeway and Bridge project should not be tied together as they are different projects and funding comes from different sources.  Mr. Paraschak he was very concerned over the opening schedule of the bridge while controlling traffic for the parade the bridge opened and stopped traffic for one boat.  He feels that is inconsiderate and the bridge operator should have authority to have folks put canopy’s down or wait until a few boats needed to pass under the bridge.   Mr. Caron agreed stating the operator should use better discretions to keep things flowing.  A member of the public audience said the crosswalks are really holding up traffic and suggested eliminating some of them.  The Board agreed the crosswalks are not legal as they were added in the 1950’s and there wasn’t a criteria that needed to be met.  Mr. Neault said the letter should include how the community came together on this issue he feels this could create some real power.  Mrs. Powers said she and Mr. Goodine would draft the letter and its final format could be viewed on the website or picked up at the Town Office.  

Dredging of the Chute River-        Mr. Goodine said he talked with Mr. Paraschak briefly on this and the barge operator in town who said he would donate some dredging.  Mr. Goodine feels its state responsibility to do this but he thinks the town should take action now they state will not be doing anything any time soon.  He suggested having property owners who have lost their sand get permit by rule and buy the sand back from the Town.  He said this has been going on since 2005 he wants to move forward.  Mrs. Powers agreed and thinks it should be left on agenda.  Mr. Watson asked if there is anyway more boats will be able to get through the channel once the dredging is done.  Mr. Goodine said in his opinion the channel will be bigger and the markers could be moved to make the passage larger. M. Allen said he would like the town to spend the $5000 on a consultant to make sure this is done right. Mr. Caron said we need expert advice the Town and the Selectman are not qualified to make the decision on this.  Mr. 

Paraschak said he was told by DEP, the sand could not go back in the water to create a beach it can only go on the land.  He wants to know what is the value of the consultant since we are only marketing to a certain group of people that want the sand on their land. In his opinion if no one buys the sand, that is wasting money.  Mr. Neault said it’s the consultant’s job to incorporate in the study how much money could be realized from moving on to such a project.  Mr. Caron made a motion to not approve $5000 for consultant fees.  Mr. Paraschak seconded it.  Vote 2-3-0. Mrs. Thompson made a motion to approve the $5000 for consultant fees.  Mr. Watson seconded it.  3-2-0.
Consent Items

Approval and/or changes to Municipal Budget – The library asked that the town disregard their petition for additional funding as they feel it’s redundant.   

Appointments – Will be done at the next meeting.

Set Special Board Meeting date to approve Town Meeting Warrant – Mr. Goodine said choices are Wednesday 18th or the 25th.  June 18th was chosen. 

Correspondence – Mr. Goodine read into record a letter he drafted to the Cumberland County Sheriffs Department to increase patrol service.  His position is that Naples increases patrol.

Other Business as Appropriate

Executive Sessions

      Code Enforcement Hiring Discussion/Decision   - Mr. Goodine said there is no need for an Executive Session, Boni Rickett has been hired and should be appointed on Monday.

Payroll and Payables were signed.

       
Adjourn Meeting Mrs. Thompson made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:28 pm.  Mr. Watson seconded the motion.  All were in favor.


Respectfully Submitted,


Barbara McDonough
