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TOWN OF NAPLES

Monday, June 2, 2008

BOARD OF SELECTPERSONS  

MINUTES

Dana Watson called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.  Also present were Karen Thompson, Rick Paraschak, Bob Caron and Town Manager Derik Goodine.

Review and approve the minutes of May 21, 2007; June 4, 2007; July 30, 2007; August 27, 2007; September 10, 2007; Special Meeting January 7, 2008; January 28, 2008; and Special Meeting February 6, 2008; and February 11, 2008; April 21, 2008; May 5, 2008; and May 12, 2008; May 19, 2008; May 27, 2008

The minutes were tabled.

Public Participation

Lynn Fusco and her husband was present and they live at 450 Songo School Road.  They explained to the Board they are having a drainage issue on their front lawn.  They said when the ditch fills up with water the culvert can’t handle it and the water runs directly onto their front lawn.  They said they approached the Road Commissioner, and he does not agree with them that the culvert and ditching is causing the problem.  Mr. Watson said they are only allowed to spend 3 minutes per topic and would have this item added to an agenda for further discussion.  Mr. Paraschak said they would speak with the Road Commissioner and check out the problem.

New Business

None

Old Business

A. Causeway Bridge – Mr. Goodine sent a letter to the DOT Road Commissioner. He received an email back stating that the DOT is doing a cost analysis on the Bridge project.  Mr. Goodine told them he would be drafting a letter to DOT stating the Town’s opinion.  
B. Muddy River Moorings – Town Attorney Geoff Hole and Raina Bumpus, Harbor Master were present.  A member of the public audience representing Muddy River Association was present and stated he was under the impression if you have a deeded right to the water you are allowed a mooring.  Mr. Goodine said that is not necessarily the case if the State rules the area is unsafe due to the amount of moorings this supersedes the deed and that is why they are looking for resolution.  A member of the public audience stated they were told at the last meeting a solution would be reached by this meeting.  He explained their Association Annual Meeting is June 28th.  Mr. Hole said he would call the State the next day to see if any rules had been changed since the letter of last August from Department of Conservation.  Mr. Hole stated the Association would have to remove the 21 moorings which lie outside of the 200-foot zone.  The Association representative said he does not feel comfortable removing the moorings without permission from the owners.  Mr. Hole said unless the State changes their law they have no right to have the moorings there.  Another member of the public audience said when they moved there in 1988 they were not under the impression that when you moved to the area there was a pecking order.  Mr. Goodine said the town could only identify about 40 moorings; there are about 60 in the water.  Mr. Caron said after receiving the letter of violation from the State that it is the Board of Selectperson’s duty to protect the Town of Naples from liability and that is the priority here tonight.  Mr. Hole explained to the audience the person that was issuing the deeds to the Association had no right to say the property owner is allowed moorings in the language of the deed.  He went on to explain beach rights are entirely different than mooring rights.  Mr. Paraschak said to give an extension to the moorings in his opinion is a bad idea and would put the Town at risk for liability.  Mr. Jake Roush asked if they could take this matter to the Board of Appeals.  Mr. Hole said this would be out of the Appeals Board’s jurisdiction.  Several members of the public audience spoke and all voiced the same frustrations, they did not think it was fair that their moorings needed to be removed.  Mr. Hole suggested permitting the ones in the safe zone, removing the others and work on resolution from there.  He thinks maybe they can put the other moorings in the same space if it is reconfigured, but that is not the matter at hand tonight.  He also thinks it is not the Harbor Master duty to make a career out of the mooring issue in Muddy River.  Maggie Kranin, a realtor suggested charging for moorings outside the zone.  Mr. Caron said it is too late for that, the State has deemed the area unsafe outside the 200 foot zone.  She asked how the original list came about. Mr. Goodine said the Town of Naples sent out notices back in 2004 telling people to identify their moorings.  Some did some didn’t.  Those that didn’t are now not on the list of 40.  Many of the other moorings are now identified due to mooring registration requirements.  The Association representative said he would send out a letter to each resident informing them to remove the moorings outside of the area or action by the Town and the Association would be taken against them.  The Board thanked him and said a resolution would be reached for the remaining after this issue has been resolved.  A member of the audience asked how the Harbor Master measured the 200-foot zone.  Ms. Bumpus said with a tape measure.  Mr. Hole said no one should be moving his or her moorings at all without Harbor Master permission.  The Association representative asked if the residence of the association could have 2 weeks to remove the moorings.  Mr. Paraschak said this is a very serious matter, and it must be addressed immediately.   Mr. Hole said he would check with the State tomorrow and get back to the Association Representative about any rule or law changes.       

      Tabled Items

A. Lakehouse Road Discontinuance -none 

B. Cumberland County Assessing Feasibility Study -none  

C. Naples Visitor’s Center -none                               

Manager’s Report- nothing to report

Consent Items

A. Sign Town Meeting Warrant and approve Selectboard Municipal Budget Proposal – Mr. Goodine said this year the Town meeting would be at the Town Hall not the Songo School.  He asked the members of the Board to pay close attention to Articles 39 & Article 42, as they are new Articles.  The new Articles are Sanitation and Lake Region Transit.  Mr. Paraschak asked why the LD1 Article was still on the Warrant.   Mr. Goodine said he wasn’t sure if it was mandated by the State to be on the Warrant or not.  Mr. Watson said it was not. Mr. Paraschak made a motion to accept and sign Warrant with 2 changes; the meeting place to be at the Town of Naples Gymnasium and to eliminate Article #57 (LD 1 Article).  Mr. Caron seconded the motion.  All were in favor.  
B. Set Special Meeting Date to review insurance proposals – A date of June 16, 2008, was set to review the insurance proposals.  This date is the next regular Board of Selectpersons meeting.  
 Appointments – Mr. Goodine not ready to make the appointments yet.
C. Sign CDBG Grant Contracts – Mrs. Thompson made a motion to authorize the Town Manager to sign the CDBG Grant Contracts.  Mr. Paraschak seconded the motion.  All were in favor. 
D. 4th of July Weekend Alternative schedule for Saturday – Mrs. Thompson made a motion to close the office on July 5th for the holiday weekend and open the following Saturday July 12th, 2008.  Mr. Paraschak seconded the motion.  All were in favor.  
E. Correspondence -none

Other Business as Appropriate -none
Executive Sessions

        A.  Chaplin Trust- none
Payroll and Payables were signed.
Mr. Caron made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:34 pm.  Mr. Paraschak seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

Respectfully Submitted,

Barbara McDonough

Town Secretary

