SPECIAL TOWN MEETING WARRANT
Cumberland, ss                                





State of Maine

To: John Thompson, a resident of the Town of Naples, in said County of Cumberland:

In the name of the State of Maine, you are hereby required to notify and warn the voters of the Town of Naples, in said County and State, qualified to vote in Town affairs, to assemble at the Naples Municipal Building in said Town of Naples, on Monday, February 25, 2008, immediately following public hearings which start at 6:30PM, then and there to act upon the following articles, to wit:

ARTICLE  1:  To choose a moderator to preside at said meeting.

ARTICLE 2.  Shall the voters of the Town of Naples designate a municipal tax 
increment financing district to be known as the Town of Naples Rt. 302 Corridor Municipal Development District and Tax Increment Financing District (“the District”) and adopt the Development Program for such District presented to the Town Meeting, such designation and adoption to be pursuant to the following findings, terms, and provisions;
WHEREAS, 
The Town of Naples (the “Town”) is authorized pursuant to Chapter 206 of Title 30‑A of the Maine Revised Statutes, as amended, to designate specified areas within the Town as a municipal tax increment financing district to be known as the Town of Naples Rt. 302 Corridor Municipal Development and Tax Increment Financing District (the “District”) and to adopt a Development Program for the District (the “Development Program”); 

WHEREAS,
There is a need to provide new long-term sustainable employment opportunities for residents of the Town of Naples and the surrounding area; 

WHEREAS,  
There is a need for commercial development in the Town of Naples; 

WHEREAS,
There is a need to improve and broaden the tax base of the Town of Naples; and to improve the general economy of the Town of Naples, the surrounding region and the State of Maine; 

WHEREAS,
Implementation of the Development Program will help to provide opportunities for economic development in the Town of Naples and the surrounding region; improve and broaden the tax base in the Town of Naples and improve the economy of the Town of Naples and the State of Maine; 

WHEREAS,
Implementation of the Development Program is consistent with the goals and objectives of the Town’s Comprehensive Plan, approved in May, 2005;  

WHEREAS,
Implementation of the Development Program will help advance the Town’s existing community development objectives, including:

· Provide long-term sustainable employment opportunities for community and area residents;

· Capitalize on the Town’s prominence within the Lakes District, as one of Maine’s most popular tourism destinations;

· Create a more “pedestrian friendly” and accessible, accommodating commercial district, particularly within the village district; 

· Redevelop, restore and enhance buildings with historic significance within the village;

· Achieve infrastructure improvements including: sidewalk improvements, traffic improvements, creation of additional parking and establishing more green space and other amenities in the community; and 

· Remove/develop properties within the “slum and blight” area (based upon Maine Department of Economic and Community Development criteria) downtown;

WHEREAS,
The Town has held a public hearing on the question of establishing the District in accordance with the requirements of 30-A M.R.S.A. § 5226, upon at least ten (10) days prior notice published in a newspaper of general circulation within the Town; 

WHEREAS,
The Town desires to designate a municipal tax increment financing district to be known as the Town of Naples Rt. 302 Corridor Municipal Development and Tax Increment Financing District, and to adopt a Development Program for the District; 

WHEREAS,
It is expected that approval will be sought and obtained from the Maine Department of Economic and Community Development, approving the designation of the District and the adoption of the Development Program for the District; and

WHEREAS,
The designation of the District and implementation of the Development Program will generate substantial economic benefits for the Town and its residents, including employment opportunities, broadened and improved tax base and economic stimulus, and will contribute to the economic growth and well-being of the municipality, all of which the Town Meeting finds and declares to be valid public purposes of the Town.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY VOTED BY THE TOWN:

Section 1.  
The Town hereby finds and determines that:

a. At least twenty-five percent (25%), by area, of the real property within the District, as hereinafter designated, is suitable for commercial uses as defined in 30-A M.R.S.A. § 5223; and

b. The total area of the District does not exceed two percent (2%) of the total acreage of the Town, and the total area of all development Districts within the Town (including the District) does not exceed five percent (5%) of the total acreage of the Town; and

c. The original assessed value of the proposed District plus the original assessed value of all existing tax increment financing districts within the Town as of April 1, 2007 does not exceed five percent (5%) of the total value of equalized taxable property within the Town as of April 1, 2007; and

d. The aggregate value of municipal general obligation indebtedness financed by the proceeds from tax increment financing within Cumberland County, including the proposed District, does not exceed $50 million, as adjusted in accordance with 30-A MRSA sec. 5223(3)(D); and

e. The designation of the District and pursuit of the Development Program will generate substantial economic benefits for the Town and its residents, including employment opportunities, broadened and improved tax base and economic stimulus, and therefore the District will contribute to the economic growth and well-being of the municipality.

Section 2.  
Designation of District.

Pursuant to Chapter 206 of Title 30-A of the Maine Revised Statutes, as amended, the Town hereby designates a municipal tax increment financing district to be known as the Town of Naples Rt. 302 Corridor Municipal Development and Tax Increment Financing District designated and described as more particularly set forth in the "Development Program" for such District presented to Town Meeting in the form attached hereto and such Development Program is hereby incorporated by reference into this vote as the Development Program for the District. 

Section 3.  
Captured Assessed Value.

Pursuant to the provisions of 30-A M.R.S.A. § 5227, the percentage of increased assessed value to be retained in the District as captured assessed value is as set forth in the Development Program.  

Section 4.  
DECD Approval.

The Board of Selectmen or their duly-appointed representative(s), be and hereby are authorized, empowered and directed to submit the proposed designation of the District and the proposed Development Program for the District to the State of Maine Department of Economic and Community Development (DECD) for review and approval pursuant to the requirements of 30‑A M.R.S.A. § 5226.

Section 5.  
Minor Amendments.

The Board of Selectmen or their duly-appointed representative, be and hereby are authorized and empowered, at his/her discretion, from time to time, to make such revisions to the Development Program for the District as the Board of Selectmen, or their duly-appointed representative(s), deem reasonably necessary or convenient in order to facilitate the process of review and approval of the District by DECD, or for any other reason, so long as such revisions are not inconsistent with these findings and the basic structure and intent of the Development Program.

Section 6.  
Effective Date.

The foregoing designation of the District and the adoption of the Development Program for the District shall automatically become final and shall take full force and effect upon approval of the designation of the District and adoption of the Development Program by the Department of Economic and Community Development, without requirements of further action by the Town, the Board of Selectmen, or any other party.

Section 7.
Duration of District.

The District and Development Plan shall remain in effect for a period of twenty-five (25) years following the effective date, through and including the Town’s municipal fiscal year 2032-2033.

Section 8.  
Credit Enhancement Agreements.

The Board of Selectmen or their duly-appointed representative(s), are hereby authorized in the name of and on behalf of the Town, to negotiate enter into and amend the Credit Enhancement Agreements contemplated by the Development Program, with owners and developers of properties and projects located or to be located in the District, such agreements to be in such form and to contain such terms and provisions, not inconsistent with the Development Program, as the said Board of Selectmen or their duly-appointed representative(s), may approve, said approval to be conclusively evidenced by such representative(s)’ execution thereof.

ARTICLE 3.  Shall the voters of the Town of Naples designate a municipal tax 
increment financing district to be known as the Town of Naples Downtown & Waterfront Municipal Development District and Tax Increment Financing District (“the Downtown District”) and adopt the Development Program for such Downtown District presented to the Town Meeting, such designation and adoption to be pursuant to the following findings, terms, and provisions;
WHEREAS, 
The Town of Naples (the “Town”) is authorized pursuant to Chapter 206 of Title 30‑A of the Maine Revised Statutes, as amended, to designate specified areas within the Town as a municipal tax increment financing district to be known as the Town of Naples Downtown & Waterfront Municipal Development and Tax Increment Financing District (the “Downtown District”) and to adopt a Development Program for the Downtown District (the “Development Program”); 

WHEREAS,
There is a need to provide new long-term sustainable employment opportunities for residents of the Town of Naples and the surrounding area; 

WHEREAS,  
There is a need for commercial development in the Town of Naples; 

WHEREAS,
There is a need to improve and broaden the tax base of the Town of Naples; and to improve the general economy of the Town of Naples, the surrounding region and the State of Maine; 

WHEREAS,
Implementation of the Development Program will help to provide opportunities for economic development in the Town of Naples and the surrounding region; improve and broaden the tax base in the Town of Naples and improve the economy of the Town of Naples and the State of Maine; 

WHEREAS,
Implementation of the Development Program is consistent with the goals and objectives of the Town’s Comprehensive Plan, approved in May, 2005;  

WHEREAS,
Implementation of the Development Program will help advance the Town’s existing community development objectives, including:

· Provide long-term sustainable employment opportunities for community and area residents;

· Capitalize on the Town’s prominence within the Lakes District, as one of Maine’s most popular tourism destinations;

· Create a more “pedestrian friendly” and accessible, accommodating commercial district, particularly within the village district; 

· Redevelop, restore and enhance buildings with historic significance within the village;

· Achieve infrastructure improvements including: sidewalk improvements, traffic improvements, creation of additional parking and establishing more green space and other amenities in the community; and 

· Remove/develop properties within the “slum and blight” area (based upon Maine Department of Economic and Community Development criteria) downtown;

WHEREAS,
The Town has held a public hearing on the question of establishing the Downtown District in accordance with the requirements of 30-A M.R.S.A. § 5226, upon at least ten (10) days prior notice published in a newspaper of general circulation within the Town; 

WHEREAS,
The Town desires to designate a municipal tax increment financing district to be known as the Town of Naples Downtown & Waterfront Municipal Development and Tax Increment Financing District, and to adopt a Development Program for the Downtown District; 

WHEREAS,
It is expected that approval will be sought and obtained from the Maine Department of Economic and Community Development, approving the designation of the Downtown District and the adoption of the Development Program for the Downtown District; and

WHEREAS,
The designation of the Downtown District and implementation of the Development Program will generate substantial economic benefits for the Town and its residents, including employment opportunities, broadened and improved tax base and economic stimulus, and will contribute to the economic growth and well-being of the municipality, all of which the Town Meeting finds and declares to be valid public purposes of the Town.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY VOTED BY THE TOWN:

Section 1.
The Town hereby finds and determines that:
a.  The designation of the Downtown District and pursuit of the Development Program will generate substantial economic benefits for the Town and its residents, including employment opportunities, broadened and improved tax base and economic stimulus, and therefore the Downtown District will contribute to the economic growth and well-being of the municipality.
Section 2.  
Designation of Downtown District.

Pursuant to Chapter 206 of Title 30-A of the Maine Revised Statutes, as amended, the Town hereby designates a municipal tax increment financing district to be known as the Town of Naples Downtown & Waterfront Municipal Development and Tax Increment Financing District designated and described as more particularly set forth in the "Development Program" for such Downtown District presented to Town Meeting in the form attached hereto and such Development Program is hereby incorporated by reference into this vote as the Development Program for the Downtown District. 

Section 3.  
Captured Assessed Value.

Pursuant to the provisions of 30-A M.R.S.A. § 5227, the percentage of increased assessed value to be retained in the Downtown District as captured assessed value is as set forth in the Development Program.  

Section 4.  
DECD Approval.

The Board of Selectmen or their duly-appointed representative(s), be and hereby are authorized, empowered and directed to submit the proposed designation of the Downtown District and the proposed Development Program for the Downtown District to the State of Maine Department of Economic and Community Development (DECD) for review and approval pursuant to the requirements of 30‑A M.R.S.A. § 5226.

Section 5.  
Minor Amendments.

The Board of Selectmen or their duly-appointed representative, be and hereby are authorized and empowered, at his/her discretion, from time to time, to make such revisions to the Development Program for the Downtown District as the Board of Selectmen, or their duly-appointed representative(s), deem reasonably necessary or convenient in order to facilitate the process of review and approval of the Downtown District by DECD, or for any other reason, so long as such revisions are not inconsistent with these findings and the basic structure and intent of the Development Program.

Section 6.  
Effective Date.

The foregoing designation of the Downtown District and the adoption of the Development Program for the Downtown District shall automatically become final and shall take full force and effect upon approval of the designation of the Downtown District and adoption of the Development Program by the Department of Economic and Community Development, without requirements of further action by the Town, the Board of Selectmen, or any other party.

Section 7.
Duration of Downtown District.

The Downtown District and Development Plan shall remain in effect for a period of twenty-five (25) years following the effective date, through and including the Town’s municipal fiscal year 2032-2033.

Section 8.  
Credit Enhancement Agreements.

The Board of Selectmen or their duly-appointed representative(s), are hereby authorized in the name of and on behalf of the Town, to negotiate enter into and amend the Credit Enhancement Agreements contemplated by the Development Program, with owners and developers of properties and projects located or to be located in the Downtown District, such agreements to be in such form and to contain such terms and provisions, not inconsistent with the Development Program, as the said Board of Selectmen or their duly-appointed representative(s), may approve, said approval to be conclusively evidenced by such representative(s)’ execution thereof.

ARTICLE  4:  To see if the Town will vote to appropriate $30,000 from undesignated 

                         fund balance to the Roads and Highways Budget for the Salt and Sand 

                         line item

ARTICLE  5:  To see if the Town will vote to appropriate $3,000 from undesignated 

                         fund balance to the Town Maintenance Budget for the Building 

                         Maintenance line item.

ARTICLE  6:  To see if the Town will vote to authorize the transfer of any balance in the 

                         Rescue Truck Replacement Reserve Account to the Rescue Department 

                         Budget and also to authorize that any proceeds from the sale of Rescue 

                         Unit #2 be appropriated to the Rescue Budget and the expense of any of 

                         these funds be limited to the purchase of new cots for the new Rescue  

                         Vehicle and Rescue #1 and for the purchase of a refurbished Lifepak 12  

                         Cardiac Monitor for Rescue Unit #1.    

ARTICLE 7:  To see if the Town will vote to accept a grant in the amount of $91,064 
                         from the Department of Homeland Security's (DHS), Federal Emergency 
                         Management Agency (FEMA), 2007 Assistance to Firefighters Grant  

                         Program (AFG) for the purchase and installation of a Vehicle Exhaust 

                         Extraction System and appropriate $4,792 from undesignated fund 
                         balance as the Town’s required match.
Hereof, fail not, have you there and then this warrant with your doings thereon.

Given under our hands in the Town of Naples, this 11th day of February, A.D. 2008.

NAPLES BOARD OF SELECTMEN:

                                                                                     ________________________

A True Copy: Attest                                                    Christine Powers, Chair

_______________________                                       ________________________

Judy Whynot                                                               Robert Caron, Sr. 
Naples Town Clerk                                                     ________________________             

                                                                                     Rick Paraschak

                                                                                    ________________________                   

                                                                                     Dana Watson
                                                                                    ________________________

                                                                                    Karen Thompson  

Return

Pursuant to the within Warrant, I have notified and warned the Inhabitants of the Town of Naples, qualified to vote, of the time and place of said Town Meeting, by posting an attested copy of the warrant at the following locations:

Naples Municipal Building (Town Office)

                                      Tommy’s Variety Store

                                       Naples Post Office

                                       Tony’s Foodland

                                       Naples Public Library

All being conspicuous public places within the Town of Naples.

Dated at Naples this _____ day of ________, 2008.

_________________________________

                                                                                John Thompson

                                                                                A Resident of the Town of Naples
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