TOWN OF NAPLES

Board of Selectpersons

Tuesday, September 10, 2007

Minutes

In attendance:  Christine Powers, Rick Paraschak, Bob Caron Sr., Dana Watson, Karen Thompson, Derik Goodine, Robert Neault, John Thompson, Skip Meeker, Rich Cebra.

Public Hearing for Zoning Ordinance

Christine Powers called the Public Hearing to order at 7:00 PM.  First item on the agenda was the proposed Zoning Ordinance.  Revisions to the Zoning Map were done.  Skip Meeker discussed a definition change of a “critical rural area” in detail.  A question was raised about the instance where land would be considered grandfathered as usable right now changing from land that is classified as usable to land that would then be required to remain undeveloped by this Ordinance.  Mr. Neault commented about the public referendum possibility as well as the adoption of this Ordinance being done at Town Meeting.  A member of the public commented about adding Planning Board to certain statements in the revisions to show consistency.  Mr. Paraschak commented about whether or not the definitions intend to allow new commercial development in a rural area.  He would like to add a line to the definition of the rural area to clearly state that no commercial development would be allowed in the rural area.  Mr. Paraschak also commented about only grandfathered home occupations being allowed in all areas and not new home occupations.  Mr. Goodine asked about a tractor truck being allowed as a home occupation.  Mr. Thompson referred to the definition for “home occupation” to clarify that for issue.  A member of the public mentioned that he was bothered about there being no exclusions for automobile junk yards in any of the areas, and wanted to know if such an exclusion be stated included for any area except the rural areas.  Mr. Goodine held a discussion about the current rules and regulations governing licensed junkyards and automobile junkyards; they can only be classified under the commercial zoning.  A member of the public questioned whether or not future commercial development would be allowed in the village area since the current wording didn’t seem to allow it.  Possible solutions to this situation were discussed.  Mr. Neault suggested that setbacks referred to by the Ordinance should be looked into further.  Mr. Paraschak asked areas where they advocate for commercial development in areas that are not classified as commercial in the new Ordinance.  Mr. Meeker suggested that it is possible to request a zoning amendment for an area if such a situation arose.  Mr. Paraschak wondered if that procedure possibly contradicted the Comprehensive Plan.  Mr. Neault suggested amending the Ordinances to comply.  Mrs. Powers requested that this draft be updated and available for review for the next Public Hearing.  Mr. Watson made a motion to adjourn the Pubic Hearing.  Mrs. Thompson seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

Board of Selectpersons Meeting 9-10-2007

Mrs. Powers called the Board of Selectpersons meeting to order at 7:39 PM.

The first item on the agenda was review of the revised Selectboard minutes for August 13, 2007.  Mrs. Thompson questioned an issue with quitclaim deed referenced and some other minor revisions.  The item was tabled.  

Public Participation

Tim Hamilton said he was approached by some of his campers about the Bulky Waste coupons.  He inquired as to what he was to do when his coupons ran out.  Mr. Goodine responded to him, explaining the rules about the coupons being issued by taxable lot and when they run out, the individual would be paying at the scale.  Mr. Hamilton was concerned for the personal property owners since they are not issued a coupon book.  The campers wanted to know why they haven’t seen a reduction in their taxes when they have seen a reduction in their ability to use the Bulky Waste facility.  Mrs. Powers suggested that they put this item on the next meeting’s agenda.

Mr. Neault gave an update on the Grange.  The Fire Marshal suggested that a sprinkler such as hydro-pro system may be a viable option at a substantially lower cost than other costs for making the entire building fireproof as previously considered.  The building would only have to be “smoke-tight” instead of fire proof/fire tight.  Mr. Caron noted that he would like to see the Fire Marshal’s report authorizing the use of this system.  Mrs. Powers would like this item added to the agenda of the next Selectperson’s meeting.

Emma Boswell would to discuss the Naples Information Booth.  Local businesses that have previously requested their information in this booth have been told that they must be members of the Sebago Lakes Region Chamber of Commerce for a fee in order to do so.  Ms. Bodwell states that she feels the Naples Information Booth should service Naples Business regardless of whether they belong to a particular organization or not.  Ms Bodwell suggests that the Planning Board review the situation and consider who is the proper organization to run the Naples Information Booth.  Mrs. Thompson commented that the community accepted the offer of the SLRCC because the Naples Business Association was no longer going to run it.  Mrs. Powers would like this item added to the agenda of another next Selectperson’s meeting.

New Business
Sheriff’s Department.  A representative discussed the calls responded to on the Causeway this past summer.  There were fewer calls than there had been in the past for many possible reasons.  The Officer who had served this past summer spoke to the biggest issues he faced, namely groups riding on the Songo River Queen or visiting the Bars and causing disturbances, and pedestrian crossing dangers in the Causeway. The Officer would like to meet with the Fire Department about formulating a plan to deal with a large emergency if it should occur.  Mr. Watson noted that he had heard no complaints concerning the Officer who had served.  The Selectboard gave a public thank you for the Officer’s service.

Old Business 

Mrs. Powers asked Mr. Goodine to report on the Town Office water situation.  Mr. Goodine discussed the need to get more information on the exact problem since the residential system that repairs this issue has a wide range of cost associated with it and the commercial system may not be necessary.  The Selectboard were given a breakdown of the cost for a system for the Fire Station as well as the Town Office.  Mr. Caron noted that he would have liked to see the price for a system that has units to only target specific faucets and/or areas instead of the entire water system.  Mr. Goodine noted that the areas would be: both bathrooms in the Town Office, plus the kitchen, one faucet in the Grange with the possibility of another soon, as well as one kitchen in the Grange, one faucet in the Historical Society, and one or two faucets in the Methodist Church.  Mr. Goodine stated that he is gathering more information on this issue.  Mr. Paraschak noted that the Fire Station system does not have to be as complex as the Town Office system would have to be since they are not a public accessible.   Mrs. Powers suggested that this item be discussed at the next Selectboard meeting.

School Consolidation Committee update.  Mr. Caron discussed a suggestion made by Richard Cebra to allay the penalties associated with not consolidating in time and to extend the consolidation deadline another year so that communities have time to truly assess the situations that can be cost-effective.  He has not heard from the Chair or the Board of Directors of the school district.  Mrs. Powers thanked Mr. Caron for his involvement.

Tabled Items

Lakehouse Road discontinuance – Nothing new.

Road Improvement Ordinance Public Hearing – This, as well as the has been scheduled for the Selectperson’s Meeting on September 24, 2007 as well as the Traffic Ordinance.

Manager’s Report – Nothing new.

Consent items – MSAD 61 Director appointment – Mr. Goodine had a discussion with Richard Cebra on the issue.  There are two people that have officially shown interest in the position.  Members of the Selectboard suggested that they meet with the possible appointees.  Mrs. Powers suggested that this item be put on the agenda for the next Selectboard meeting.

Legal paperwork – Mr. Goodine discussed paperwork including Planning Board member affidavits.  Mr. Goodine has contacted John Lloyd at Eaton Peabody about a current case brought against the Code Enforcement Officer concerning removal of docks from Sebago Lake and mooring rights.  The Appeals Board agreed that this is not an issue for the CEO to enforce but Cohen et al have filed a suit against the Town of Naples stating that the CEO has the power to remove the docks.  Mr. Goodine noted that this concern also involved “right of way”.  Mrs. Powers suggested that the Selectboard read the paperwork and discuss the issue next meeting.

Correspondence – None

Other Business as Appropriate – Rich Cebra noted that a breakdown in local government communication could be avoided during the reevaluation process.  Trying to maintain trust on the local level when valuations are being done is a fragile process and as long as communication avenues are open, a lot of problems can be avoided.  Mrs. Powers noted that O’Donnell and Associates have been good in the past about being accessible to the taxpayers for questions and concerns during this time.

Title 1, Subsection 4056A Mr. Paraschak made a motion was made for the Selectboard to enter an executive session.  Seconded by Mrs. Thompson. Vote 4, 0, 1.

Mrs. Thompson made a motion not to have an executive session.  Mr. Watson seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

Mrs. Thompson made a motion to adjourn at 9:04 PM.  Seconded by Mr. Watson.  All were in favor.

Payroll and Payables were signed.

