TOWN OF NAPLES

Board of Selectpersons Meeting

Monday, August 27, 2007

Minutes

In attendance:  Dana Watson, Rick Paraschak, Karen Thompson, Robert Caron Sr, Raina Bumpus, and Derik Goodine.

Mr. Watson called the Board of Selectpersons Meeting to order at 7:00 PM.

The first item on the agenda was review and approval of the Selectboard minutes.  Mrs. Thompson made a motion to forgo acceptance of the minutes until further review; seconded by Mr. Paraschak.  All were in favor.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

A member of the public had a question about the emergency shelter availability in the event of power outages and similar situations.  Mr. Goodine answered that the emergency shelter is available to the public when a state of emergency has been declared.  The Red Cross is the one who usually declares a situation an emergency and they come to the designated shelter and set up cots and other necessities.  Mr. Paraschak added that the Public Safety building is available at any time for emergencies and has facilities for showers, sleeping and a public water supply, but it has been rarely utilized for a 24-hour power outage.  The member of the public who raised the question stated that the public may not be aware of the Fire Station availability for this purpose and maybe it should be included in the Town Report.

NEW BUSINESS

Approval of Waiver of Public Hearing for Liquor Licensing for Bray’s Brew Pub-Mr. Goodine received a request from Michelle Bray for a waiver of the Public Hearing since they have never had a violation on their license in the last five years that they have applied for one.  Mr. Caron made a motion to approve the request for a waiver of a Public Hearing for Liquor Licensing for Bray’s Brew Pub; seconded by Mrs. Thompson.  All were in favor.

Approval of Liquor Licensing for Bray’s Brew Pub-Mr. Caron made a motion to approve the Liquor License for Bray’s Brew Pub; seconded by Mrs. Thompson.  All were in favor.

Sebago Pine Property Owners Mooring Problem-Mr. Goodine previously e-mailed the Selectpersons and currently read from a letter from the Department of Conservation to Raina Bumpus, Naples Harbormaster, in response to this issue.  Raina Bumpus spoke to this issue.  The letter references a safety zone of 200 feet.  Ms. Bumpus has been working with the President of the Association on adopting a system to alleviate the problem and take care of some of the congestion.  Mr. Goodine asserted that for the next season, there would be 20 fewer mooring permits issued and that the moorings currently there would have to be removed.  A member of the public noted that moving moorings from the water is not the Association’s problem, but a problem for the property owners themselves.  Mr. Goodine noted that the resolution to the loss of the 20 mooring spots may be to implement some docking or slip systems.  A member of the public stated that she is merely there to gather the necessary information on every rule to be followed according to the Town and the State, and to bring that back to the Association so the members can vote for whatever situation they choose to stay within those rules.  Mr. Caron pointed out that the letter from the Department of Conservation stated that if the Town of Naples does not resolve this situation, they would be liable for any damages which resulted for failing to enforce their own ordinance.  Mr. Caron is not satisfied with waiting until next season for the out of compliance moorings to be removed is the Town itself is liable as of right now.  Mr. Paraschak asked Ms. Bumpus if the current moorings that are out past the 200-foot safety zone were originally approved by her, to which she answered, “No”.  In consideration of that answer, Mr. Paraschak also feels that the moorings outside the safety zone should be removed immediately.  A member of the public asked Ms. Bumpus who issued the numbers for the buoys out in that same zone.  Ms. Bumpus affirmed that she had.  A member of the public questioned Ms. Bumpus about the ownership of a mooring during one season if the property is sold or transferred in any way.  Ms. Bumpus explained that when a mooring permit is issued, it is good for the one season and what happens in the following season is a different matter based on the waiting list.  Ms. Bumpus explains that the issue is that the moorings inside the safety zone are illegal and need to be removed.  Mr. Paraschak asked Ms. Bumpus about the original buoy question raised by a member of the public as to whether or not she had assigned the numbers.  She answered that she had, but the placement of those buoys was not under her direction and had been placed outside the 200 feet.  A member of the public responded that Ms Bumpus had been given the map from the Association as to the placement of the buoys and she had assigned them numbers without pointing out that they were outside the safety zone and therefore were seemingly approved by her.  A member of the public also responded that in 2004 when Ms. Bumpus had begun working with the Association to resolve this issue, she had made it very clear that all mooring had to be inside the 200 foot safety zone.  Mr. Goodine states that what will happen in the future is that the Association will be given a set number of moorings and will be told exactly where they may be placed and the Association itself will have to determine who receives permission to apply for the permit for a particular mooring every year.  Mr. Paraschak, Mrs. Thompson and Mr. Caron feel that immediate action should be taken on this issue in that the mooring owners should be contacted immediately and told to immediately remove the illegal moorings.  Mrs. Thompson made a motion to begin enforcement of this issue immediately; seconded by Mr. Paraschak.  All were in favor.

Boater Safety-Mr. Goodine placed this on the agenda at the request of the Chairwoman because of public discussion/rumors about petitions that are starting about boater safety on Long Lake.  Mr. Goodine has received e-mails and letters concerning this issue since the recent accident has brought the possible problem to the forefront.  Mr. Watson stated that this issue had been brought up for discussion previously and possible remedies such as limiting motor size on the watercraft of the Lake had been unadvisable.  Mr. Paraschak responded that the State had advised the all the municipalities located on the lake in question would have to come to an agreement on the motor size before anything could be done officially.  The chance had come and the community of Naples had been unwilling to support that idea and the opportunity had passed.

Town Office Water Problem-Mr. Goodine referred to Dan Cody and his wife as member of the public that are present to address this issue of uranium in the Town Office water supply.  Dan Cody, the representative of Aqua-Max, spoke to the problem and deferred to Mr. Boyd of SolmeteX to discuss the program that was drawn up to answer this issue.  Mr. Boyd explained that his company had been formed in 1992 in answer to the need of the public to remove toxins from their water supply, which is a global issue.  When treating a toxin, the result is not to make the toxin disappear, but to concentrate it to higher levels so that it can be filtered out, making the filtered water purified and safe for consumption.  The toxin that is within the filter must be removed and destroyed and it is this process that is governed by so many federal regulations.  To treat a private well and deal with the toxins that are filtered has been a difficult process since the scale is smaller than what is used on a public water supply and harder to be cost effective.  Mr. Boyd’s company specializes in implementing these systems and making sure they are under the federal, state and regional guidelines, and are dealing with the issues specific to the water supply in need.  Mr. Boyd’s company guarantees the system they install by requiring constant water testing.  There are primary and secondary filters installed in the system have water tested in each area (before, after and in between each filter) to ascertain the ability of both filters to successfully filter out the toxins that need to be removed.  Mr. Boyd’s company is the only vendor in the country that supplies this service.  Other water filtration systems do not test your water to make sure that it is working and do not know the regulations that govern the discharges.  Mr. Boyd’s company has created the program which a local dealer can provide service for, while his company supplies expertise, water chemistry, technology development, waste handling, residual handling, and water testing so the consumer may be sure that they are compliant with all regulations that are in place.  Mr. Cody explained that on March 21 a water test showed uranium levels at 38 ppb and on April 11 it showed 31 ppb.  Mr. Watson asked about what happens with the aquifer itself since it feeds other public and private supplies.  Mr. Cody responded that the same program itself is available to private residences and should be advertised that way.  Mr. Caron asked if the filtration system they propose will remove all toxins from the water.  Mr. Cody replied that the Town Office already has a functioning radon filtration system and the proposed system would be designed for the other specific toxins needing to be removed from the specific water system.  Mr. Boyd noted that is has been suggested that for any new construction, the drinking water should be installed on a separate inlet line so that treatment can be done on drinking water only and not that used for showers or watering lawns.  Isolation of drinking water only to be filtered can increase the longevity of the filtration system which will cut back costs in the long run.  Mr. Paraschak wanted to know if the packet the presenters have supplied show the health impact of the current toxin levels in the water supplies so that the public can be informed of the facts.  Mr. Boyd reviewed that Town Office water supply was over the uranium limit allowed by federal law for a municipal water supply, but in order to be classified as “municipal”, the water supply itself must service over 25 homes which this system does not.  However, this does not change the health hazard intended to be avoided by setting this limit on a municipal level; it is simply just not feasible for the federal government to regulate private wells.  Mr. Goodine would like to know what the arsenic levels were during the last tests done for the Naples facilities.  Mr. Cody responded that arsenic levels can fluctuate quite often, but from what they have seen, it does not need to be addressed at this time.  Mr. Goodine then inquired whether the system they propose for Naples could also treat arsenic should the need and levels rise in the future.  Mr. Cody proposes sticking with the system that focuses on uranium since the chances of the arsenic levels for Naples rising to a point of issue are nil.  Mr. Goodine mentioned that the brochures indicated that free water arsenic testing was referred to.  Mr. Boyd replied that the public may go to their website www.h2okit.com and they will be given the information they need to receive their free arsenic testing kit.  This item of business will be tabled until the next Selectboard Meeting to give the Selectpersons time to review all the information presented.

School Consolidation-Mr. Caron spoke of the meetings being attended by around 75 people from each of the districts involved.  The biggest issue was to learn what the State was requiring, and the six-week time constraint was a hindrance to this process.  His opinion is that The Bridgton News summarized the meetings very well in their recent article.  Mr. Caron opinioned that SAD 72 and SAD 55 seemed more inclined to cooperate with each other than with Naples, due to the evident high costs of SAD 61 comparatively.  At one meeting, Ray Smith from Sebago showed that SAD 55 was educating each child for 8,000, while SAD 72 was at 10,000, and SAD 61 was about 11,000.  The day that Mr. Caron not able to attend the meeting was the time that SAD 61 decided to proceed with the alternate plan.  Mr. Caron would guess that by the time SAD 61 hears from the State Education department, the other districts will be involved in other areas.  He feels that it would take an investigative group a substantial amount of time to dissect the districts costs and to truly identify areas where there may be potential savings.  More may have been possible, but the time constraints imposed by the State made it impossible.  Mr. Paraschak noted that it seems that the major reason other districts did not want to partner with SAD 61 was the substantial cost spent as a whole, not including essential services.  Mr. Caron pointed out that the Special Education portion of the school budget was almost 19% of the total budget, as an example of one of the many things he was made aware of by attending these meetings that he had never known before.

Public Hearing on Zoning-Mr. Goodine discussed the results of the recent hearing.  He feels that another meeting must be scheduled between the Ordinance Review Committee, the Planning Board, the Comprehensive Plan Committee and the Selectboard to discuss issues brought up so that another final draft may be drawn up and brought to another public hearing.  He does not believe that it will be on the November election because of the amount of work still needed.  Most of the problems seemed to stem from individual properties being in areas that would no longer allow development, which owners disagreed with.  Mr. Goodine stated that the individual instances should be discussed and determined during the scheduled workshops before the Ordinance is passed.  Otherwise the Code Enforcement Officer would need to make determination when a building permit application is initiated.  Mr. Paraschak mentioned that if the Comprehensive Plan is not consistent with the new Zoning Ordinance, then the Comprehensive Plan should be changed to allow for it.  Mr. Goodine assented, noting that any changes to the Comprehensive Plan would have to be approved on the State level, also making sure that the Zoning Map and the Comprehensive Plan are in accordance with one another.  The meeting that Mr. Goodine proposed is set for Monday, September 17, 2007.

TABLED ITEMS-None

MANAGER’S REPORT-None

CONSENT ITEMS

SAD 61 Director-Mr. Goodine will take care of inviting the proposed individual for this position to the next Selectboard Meeting for consideration.

Regional Disaster Aid Agreement Representative-Mr. Goodine asked if any of the Selectpersons were interested in filling this position.  Mr. Caron volunteered for this position and Mr. Goodine promised to provide him with all the information required.

OTHER BUSINESS AS APPROPRIATE

Lawsuit Update-Mr. Goodine reported that responses are due for the lawsuit currently being done so that the process can move forward.

Planning Board Permitting-Mr. Goodine has been questioned by one of the Selectpersons at to why the Planning Board has issued Outdoor Entertainment Permits.  He explained that while the Selectboard issues the Special Amusement Permits under the authority of one Ordinance, a separate Ordinance allows for the issuance of an Outdoor Entertainment Permit by the Planning Board.  Mr. Paraschak commented on the complaint received by the Selectboard on such a Permit and would like this complaint forwarded to the Planning Board since it is their decision and not the Selectboard’s.  Mr. Goodine will make sure that is done.

Assessors Certification of Assessment and Certificate of Commitment Signing-Mr. Goodine pointed out that the mil rate will be set at 15.80 for FY 2008 instead of the 15.90 that was projected.  Mr. Paraschak made a motion to approve and sign the Assessors Certification of Assessment and Certificate of Commitment; Mrs. Thompson seconded.  All were in favor. 

CORRESPONDENCE

Mr. Goodine received a letter discussing water extraction for the Town of Naples and surrounding areas, concerning the water quality.  Mr. Goodine feels that based on past Selectboard discussions that water extraction is not a high priority at this time.

Mr. Paraschak made a motion to go into Executive Session pursuant to Title 1 Subsection 4056F at 8:54 PM; seconded by Mrs. Thompson.  All were in favor.

PAYROLL AND PAYABLES WERE SIGNED.

Mr. Watson made a motion to adjourn at 9:09 pm; seconded by Mrs.Thompson.  All were in favor.

Respectfully Submitted,

Cathy Markavich

